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The Historical Value of Hwandangogi as Seen

in Simdang Jeonseo
-Focusing on Hwan-guk, Bae-dal, and Joseon-

Jae-woo Jeon*

Simdang Jeonseo is a collection of writings and various historical works by historian
Yi Go-seon (1906-1982), whose pen name was Simdang. These works include Danseo
Daegang, Hongik Daejeon, Hwandan Segam, and Cheonjeong Yeon-gam. The
collection was published in 1981 by his son. Written entirely in classical Chinese, it is
considered a valuable historical source, particularly for its extensive information on the
ancient history of Korea: Hwan-guk, Bae-dal, and Joseon.

Hwandangogi is explicitly mentioned in the “List of Cited and Reference Literature”
within Simdang Jeonseo. This suggests the possibility that Yi Go-seon encountered
Hwandangogi at an early age, as he began writing Danseo Daegang in 1914 at the age
of nine. This early exposure serves as evidence to refute some claims that Hwandangogi
was fabricated by Yi Yu-rip in the late 1970s.

Notably, Danseo Daegang, completed in 1965, adopted a significant portion of
Hwandangogi’s content, indicating that Yi Go-seon used it as a core resource to
construct his own 10,000-year national historical system. For instance, he quoted a
passage from Haengchon Yi Am’s preface to Dangunsagi in his own preface, and
directly mentioned parts of Taebaek Yusa and Hwandangogi to explain the Three
Deities theory and the transmission history of Cheonbu-gyeong. It is also noteworthy
that approximately two-thirds of the content in Danseo Daegang related to Hwan-guk,
Bae-dal, and Joseon shows a connection to Hwandangogi.

Yi Go-seon’s historical perspective, including his understanding of ‘Ilsin’ (One God),
‘Samsin’ (Three Deities), ‘Samsin Ilche Sasang’ (Three Deities in One Philosophy), and
Cheonbu-gyeong, aligns with Hwandangogi. He viewed Hwan-guk as our origin, estab
lishing 7 Hwanins, and concepts such as the Three Emperors (Hwanin, Hwanung, Hwa
ngeom) and the Three Sages (1st to 3rd Dangun) also share common ground with Hwa
ndangogi. The fact that he had already completed the national lineage, including 10,000

years of Hwan-guk history, through Cheonjeong Yeon-gam and Hwandan Segam in 19
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24, suggests early access to the first edition of Hwandangogi and similar ancient historic
al sources.

This paper emphasizes that Yi Go-seon’s Simdang Jeonseo is an important historical
source that proves the existence of the first edition of Hwandangogi and supports the hi
storical value of its content. It highlights the need for a deeper examination of Simdang

Jeonseo in the study of ancient Korean history.
Keywords: Hwandangogi, Gye Yeon-su, Yi Go-seon, Simdang Jeonseo, Danseo
Daegang, Cheonjeong Yeon-gam, Hwandan Segam, Cheonbu-gyeong, Hwan-guk,

Samsin, Yi Yu-rip

* Chungwoon University, Ph.D. Candidate
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Understanding the Cheonbugyeong through the Samilsingo
You Chul*

Cheonbugyeong and Samilsingo are scriptures transmitted respectively from the
Hwanguk and Baedal periods. Given their great antiquity, both texts allow for diverse
interpretations and are not easy to comprehend. Therefore, rather than analyzing each
scripture in isolation, a comparative study of the two proves to be a reasonable and
strategic approach. This is because both scriptures can be understood as containing the
shared tradition and ideology of Hwanguk, known as the first human civilization, and
Sinsi Baedal, which was rooted in it. In other words, the contents of these texts likely
share the worldview, values, and religious consciousness of ancient humanity,
encapsulating the ultimate teachings of Singyo (“Spirit Way”) that guided those early
civilizations.

Such an assumption leads to the conclusion that the teachings of Cheonbugyeong
and Samilsingo are not essentially different in content, purpose, or their understanding
of humanity. From this premise, the present study begins. Even at a glance, the two texts
appear distinct yet interconnected, sharing core themes grounded in the Sam-il
(“Three-One”) philosophy and unfolding through the structure of Heaven, Earth, and
Humanity. This structural and thematic alignment strongly suggests a close
relationship between the two scriptures.

Particularly, the idea of Bonsim Bontaeyang Angmyeong (“The basis of the universe
is the mind, which shines radiantly like the sun.”) in Cheonbugyeong reveals an image
of original human nature, dignity, and a philosophy of radiance, which are clearly
reflected in Samilsingo. The Inmul (“Humans and All Things”) chapter of Samilsingo
elaborates in detail on human nature, spiritual cultivation, and the ultimate purpose of
meditation, demonstrating that both texts pursue the same spiritual ideal. This
understanding becomes even clearer when comparing Cheonbugyeong’s phrase
Injung Cheonjiil (“Humanity, united with Heaven and Earth, attains the Ultimate
One”) with Samilsingo’s description of Seongtong Gongwanja (“One who has realized
one’s true nature and perfected one’s meritorious deeds.”), confirming that both refer to

the same exalted human state under different names.
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Through this comparative examination, this study concludes that both scriptures
embody a spiritual view of cultivation centered on the union between The One or Ilsin
(“One God”) and humanity. This insight suggests that the ultimate purpose of ancient
human life lay precisely in that union. In other words, the ultimate purpose of both
scriptures is humanity itself, and it can be seen that the perfected human being is placed
at the very foundation of their teachings. Both Cheonbugyeong and Samilsingo
ultimately prove to be scriptures of spiritual cultivation that illuminate the path to the

true human being.

Key words: Cheonbugyeong, Samilsingo, The One, Ilsin (“One God”), Il Jeuk Sam
(“The One is at once Three”), Cheonjiin (“Heaven, Earth, and Humanity”), Samil
Thought, Taeil (“Ultimate One”), Radiance, Seongtong Gongwan (“Realization and

Completion”)

* Senior Researcher, Sangsaeng Cultural Research Institute
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Hado, Nakseo and Yullyeo
Yang, Jae-hack*

The Yellow River Diagram (Hado, /[&) and the Luo River Writing (Nakseo, %),
hereafter referred to as Hado Nakseo, began as a simple cosmological form unique to
the East and transmitted from antiquity. However, some scholars who believe that
detailed interpretations of Hado Nakseo originated in Daoist traditions tend to dismiss
itas nothing more than a collection of mysterious writings. Nevertheless, the numerical
order embedded in Hado Nakseo provided the impetus for the development of the
theory of Yin—Yang and the Five Elements.

Although the Song-dynasty scholars of Image-and-Number Studies of Change (5%
55 ) took Hado Nakseo as the foundation of their learning, their inquiry did not
develop into a sustained exploration of a mathematical metaphysics of Yullyeo, or its
inverse, a metaphysical mathematics grounded in Yullyeo. For earlier scholars of
Change who were unable to move beyond the framework of the Book of Changes, it
would have been difficult to expect a profound investigation of Yullyeo.

Kim Il-bu took a deep interest in the relationship between Hado Nakseo and Yullyeo.
Rather than focusing on the Yin—Yang and the Five Elements that ornament the
exterior of Hado Nakseo, he sought to analyze the structure and function of Mugeuk
(the Non-Ultimate, f££%), Hwanggeuk (the Imperial Ultimate, £#i), and Taegeuk (the
Supreme Ultimate, &fi#t) that underlie it. Its core essence is Yullyeo. With the
emergence of the Jeongyeok (Right Change, 1£%}), the organized rhythm among the

three Ultimates was revealed as the very identity of Yullyeo.
Key Words: Hado, Nakseo, Theory of Yin—Yang and the Five Elements,
Image-and-Number Studies of Change, Book of Changes, Yullyeo, Mugeuk

(Non-Ultimate), Hwanggeuk (Imperial Ultimate), Taegeuk (Supreme Ultimate)

* Senior Researcher, Sangsaeng Cultural Research Institute

"4l 2025.9.27. / AMARIZ: 2025.10.12. / AMEEY: 2025.10.21.
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A Study on the Identification of the Gimun (Z7%) Place Name
from the "Nihon Shoki, with Namwon, Jeollabuk-do

Lee, Ywan-yeong*

The efforts of Japanese scholars to use the "Nihon Shoki( H A& ##)s (Chronicles of
Japan) as historical evidence to support the existence of the Imna Japponbu theory (ff:
HEHAKFER, a Japanese administrative district in the Korean Peninsula) were
concretized through the identification of the Imna({E/If) place names in the southern
part of the Korean Peninsula. Initially, scholars such as Imanishi Rya(4#4#E) and
Tsuematsu Yasukazu((RI2fRH]) began the work of identifying the location based on
the premise that the Korean Gaya was the same political entity as the Imna mentioned
in the "Nihon Shokiy. After the liberation of Korea, Korean scholars also joined in, and
the work of identifying place names continues to this day.

The first place name related to the Imna Japponbu theory that was identified by
Imanishi Rya as being in Namwon(FgJi), Jeollabuk-do(Z=f#tiE), was the name
Gimun (21%). In the "Nihon Shokis, Gimun is explicitly stated as a region under the
control of the king of Wa (&), and the text records that a signal tower to monitor the
area was set up by Baekje and Silla, surpassing them with a region known as Banpagu(ff:
P%#), which was mentioned as being a more significant place. Recently, the issue arose
when efforts to have the Gaya tomb complex in the Ayang((F3%) area of Namwon
registered as a UNESCO World Heritage site led to the proposal to name this political
entity as Gimun-guk (27E). This suggestion provoked strong opposition from the
citizens of Namwon, and as a result, the term Gimun-guk was eventually removed from
the registration.

This paper examines the process by which Gimun-guk, mentioned in the "Nihon
Shokij, was identified as being located in Namwon in the southern part of the Korean
Peninsula. In conclusion, a comparison of "Nihon Shokiy versions reveals that Gimun
was originally read as Imun (2( A1 )iX), but during the Edo period((JLFI#R), the
reading was changed to Gimun in order to connect it with place names on the Korean
Peninsula. Through this, we can recognize that the claims of Japanese scholars and their

successors—who assert that a small state called Gimun-guk once existed in the
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southern part of the Korean Peninsula—are based on an intentional process of
identifying Imna Japponbu theory related place names in the Gaya region of Korea, as

seen in the "Nihon Shokiy.

Key words: Gimun (€7%), Imun (£7%), Namwon Gaya Tombs), Imna Japponbu theory
(FEARH A ER), Nihon Shoki

* Ph.D. Candidate, Inha University Graduate School of Convergence Archaeology

Integration Course

HY: 2025.10.21. / HARRE: 2025.11.3. / AX=EY: 2025.11.12.
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A study on the Form of Sangbanghawon
(L5 T[E) in the Chamseongdan Altar by I Ching
- Focusing on the Jicheontaegae(31 K4 E]) -

Han, Tae II*

Among the numerous sites related to Dangun (#7) across both North and South
Korea, none possess the historical authority of the Chamseongdan (¥#12) altar on
Ganghwa Island. According to historical records such as the Goryeosa (=) and the
Annals of the Joseon Dynasty (Wit EfJE %), Chamseongdan functioned as a
symbolic locus of national consciousness, where state rituals to Heaven were conducted
throughout the Goryeo and Joseon dynasties. Chamseongdan has attracted particular
attention for its unique architectural configuration of “Sangbanghawon (.75 &,
square above and round below),” a form derived from the ancient East Asian
cosmological concept of “Cheonwonjibang (CK[E[}i/;, Heaven is round and Earth is
square).

Nevertheless, despite Chamseongdan’s importance as a symbol of Korean identity
and as a significant relic associated with ancient Gojoseon, there has been virtually no
academic research on the Sangbanghawon ()5 F[E) form of the altar. What is
especially striking about Chamseongdan’s morphology is that the positions of Heaven
and Earth are reversed from what is commonly expected. In most Northeast Asian
altars dedicated to heaven-worship, the upper (_I1) structure symbolizing Heaven is
round ([&]), and the lower (F) structure representing Earth is square (J7), a type
generally known as “round above, square below (Sangwonhabang, LEETFJ)”
Chamseongdan, however, inverts this norm through its “square above, round below
(Sangbanghawon, 75 F[E)” composition. According to tradition, the altar was
constructed by Dangun as a site for rituals to Heaven and has likely preserved this
inverted form since antiquity, suggesting that a deliberate and meaningful rationale
underlies its construction.

In ancient societies, tribes and communities often employed natural elements such as
the sun, moon, trees, and tigers as symbols to express their distinct identities,

worldviews, and spiritual orientations. Korea likewise makes extensive use of symbols
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rooted in the Taegeuk (K##) and the philosophy of Yin and Yang (k%) in the national
flag (Taegeukgi, K#/ff), the national emblem, and various other state symbols. The I
Ching explicates the principles of cosmic transformation through the images of
trigrams (£}) and lines (X), with the trigram patterns themselves signifying the Three
Elements of Heaven, Earth, and Humanity (=7%F). From this perspective,
Chamseongdan may be regarded as a representative celestial altar that embodies the
archetypal culture and traditional thought of the Korean people. Therefore, in order to
clarify the constructive spirit embedded in Chamseongdan, it is essential to investigate
the altar’s Sangbanghawon (5 F[E) form. In general, the altar’s configuration—
symbolizing the square Earth above (_I:}th) and the round Heaven below ('~ K)—is
interpreted as a three-dimensional representation of the Jicheontaegua (i KZEEh,
Earth-Heaven Pervading Hexagram) among the I Ching’s sixty-four hexagrams.

To this end, the present study adopts the conceptual framework of the I Ching,
focusing in particular on Jicheontaegua (3 K%&%h), which signifies the harmonious
union of Heaven and Earth as a metaphysical ideal of balance and peace. Applied to the
human realm, the Ji-cheon (3t°X) philosophy, which emphasizes care for the socially
disadvantaged, can serve as a guiding principle for cultivating a peaceful society
through communication and integration among diverse social groups. Accordingly,
this paper seeks to elucidate the constructive principles and symbolic system of
Chamseongdan by examining the dynamics of Sangjihacheon (_E3i | X, Earth above
and Heaven below) and Jicheontaegua (1’X%&£h), which are materially expressed in

the structural form of the Chamseongdan altar.

Keywords: Chamseongdan (#12#), Sangbanghawon (- /i FIH]), Cheonwonjibang
(KIEH75), I Ching (J&%)), Jicheontaegae (M KZEE)

* Incheon Housing & City Development Corporation

HY: 2025.11.12. / MARRE 2025.11.21. / AXEREY: 2025. 11. 22.
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